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{>Objectives:

To do some projects connected to the subject of ethics, especially in regard to major religions in the
world; to gain some experience in writing short essays and a term paper in English; and to use the
English language in the context of an academic seminar.

<{>Contents:

The class meetings will be devoted to discussing the sections in the textbook which deal with ethics
in regard to Hinduism (under the rubric of rdja yoga), Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity, Islam,
Confucianism, and Taoism. Each week, students will be expected to write a short essay of

approximately 500 words related to the assigned section, and these essays might be integrated into the



class discussions. Besides the weekly assignments, students will be required to do a longer,
individual research-based project that will be due in the penultimate week of term; this will be a “term
paper” of 2000 to 3000 words of text, supplemented by notes and references, and each student’s theme
will need to be approved after consultation with the professor early in the term.

{>Teaching Methods:

The professor will handle the class meetings in a seminar format emphasizing discussion and/or
explanation.

Textbook:

An Interview with Pranavichara about the Subject of Ethics (newest version), which will be made
available by the professor from the first class meeting.

{>Reference Books:

At least one dictionary and a standard grammar book for working with the English language are
recommended.

<{>Grading:

Sixty percent of the course grade will be based on the results of the weekly activities, mainly the
written essays (but participation might be taken into account), and forty percent will be based on the
term paper. Please note that all written projects will need to be submitted on time and that late ones
will not be accepted for grading.

{Notes:

In the event of too many students wanting to take the course, up to fifteen will be selected according
to a written project that will be given in the first meeting. To maintain academic integrity, G-30
postgraduates will be expected to perform at a higher level than the others and, hence, will be graded
more strictly.  For the same reason, any instance of discovered plagiarism automatically results in the

guilty person receiving a failing grade for the entire course.
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To explore L2 pedagogy and learning from the perspective of sociocultural theory.
ORBIESRMS

You need to be at least an advanced learner of English to fully participate and benefit from this class.
OFFENE

We will focus on sociocultural theory and practice from a pedagogical perspective. Underlying
concepts such as the ZPD, Activity Theory, and dynamic assessment will be covered, as well as
empirical research which examines the application of such notions in relation to L2 reading, writing,
listening and speaking.
OplifERtAt o 71k

Attendance, participation, preparedness for lessons and presentations.
OHEFE - BT

Swain, M., Kinnear, P. & Steinman, L. (2010). Sociocultural Theory in Second Language
Education: An Introduction Through Narratives. NY: Multilingual Matters.
OUEEFIH
Students are expected to complete the assigned reading before each lesson. In class, students are
expected to engage in small-group discussions based on what they have read. A different group
member will prepare discussion questions, lead the discussion each week, and present discussion

outcomes to the rest of the class. This course is a precursor to Sociocultural Perspectives on Language
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@ Title BRILHTZEH R

<{>Subtitle Studies in Postmodernity and Beyond (Fall)
{Instructor Mark Weeks

{Day/period  Wednesday, 4th

<{>Classroom SCHRAR 522

O Aims

1. While deepening students’ modern cultural knowledge, the course aims to develop the ability to
critically engage with influential, challenging texts across a variety of academic and artistic fields,
then to draw creative, coherent connections between them.

2. Students will become practiced in constructive, critical exchange of ideas as well as in marshaling
research support into a clear, effective argument.

3. Ultimately, the aim is to help foster motivation and skills to think deeply, actively and flexibly
across fields so as to make practical future contributions to important cultural dialogues and decision-

making.

<{>Course description
The uncertainty attending cultural acceleration and economically driven globalization generates
numerous forms of response, from protest to resignation, from immersion to escape. This cross-
disciplinary course explores the complex interaction of forces determining the way societies and
individuals function in this ever-changing environment through the work of some of the most
influential, innovative thinkers and artists of recent decades. A central focus is a movement away from
traditional concepts of a unitary society or self towards dynamic models of “playful” interaction,
multiplicity and self-creation. Yet without a stable sense of identity formed through lasting social,
cultural attachments are citizens left helpless? If so, what strategies of resistance are available? The
following is a tentative list of themes, most based on short readings.
1. Introduction: Course orientation

A. DESIRE, PLEASURE AND POWER
2. One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest (literature, film)
3. Pleasure, power: Foucault (cultural history, philosophy)
4. Zen, play and laughter: The Laughing Buddha (cultural history)
5. Andy Warhol: art as subversive play (literature, visual art)



B. FREE PLAY IN POSTMODERN THOUGHT

6. “Toward a concept of postmodernism”: Hassan (cultural theory)
7. Pleasure of the Text, “Death of the Author”: Barthes (literary theory)
8. The play of desire and difference: deconstruction (philosophy)
9. Consumerism and hyper-reality: Baudrillard (cultural philosophy)
10. Literature of postmodernity (literature)

C. POSTMODERN SELVES AND BEYOND
11. Play of identities: Anderson, Sherman (literature, arts)
12. “Asobi in Action”: play in modern Japan (cultural history)
13. Otaku and play in contemporary Japan (cultural theory)
14. American Beauty: work, play, desire (film)
15. “Western Buddhism” and Capitalism: Zizek (cultural philosophy)

<{>Evaluation criteria
Students will be evaluated according to a mid-semester report (30%), final report (40%) and
participation (30%).

{Textbooks
All texts are provided by the instructor electronically. Articles or short extracts from texts are assigned
for homework most weeks.

<{>Other materials
Extra, optional reading materials related to the course content will be distributed to students
electronically.

{>Reference materials
A dictionary for using English.

{Notes

This course covers a variety of scholarly and artistic fields, but familiarity with the fields, texts and
ideas on the course is not a prerequisite. All that is required is a willingness to open one’s mind to a
variety of ways of thinking, viewing cultures and expressing ideas.

Classes are conducted primarily through informal, cooperative class and group discussions.
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<EIIE: Introduction to bisexual studies

O % H : Chikako Matsushita
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Understand theoretical concepts and terminology in the field of sexuality studies.

Develop a strong scholarly argument.

SRS

OFENRE (HE):

This course aims to offer critical insights into human sexuality expressed, viewed and constructed in
various texts. Providing students with a critical overview of theory and research on gender and sexuality,
especially from the first volume of Michel Foucault’s History of Sexuality, it will introduce how to analyze
“critically” and “academically” the desires and the pleasures that faculty might obtain from various sexual

images. Bisexuality will be the special feature of this semester.
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Students will be evaluated according to their participation (30%), mid-semester report (30%) and a
final report (40%).

O#EME - B HE:

Marjorie Garber, Vice Versa.
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The Purpose of the class is to offer the student an opportunity to delve into a new area of “Social

Media” study or to pursue various kinds of the subject area in more depth. The course includes

exploring the social, cultural and political implications, social psychology (Human Relations or

Human Communications), and the effect toward political process of the social media such as Facebook

or Twitter.

OIEMEEA: - BIET 5123 (Prerequisites) :
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Interests towards Communication through the Internet such as Blog, SNS, BBS, YouTube etc and its’

social and cultural interaction are preferred. English proficiency would be necessary in order to read

and understand the related books and materials. If you want to fully participate and benefit from this

class, you need to be at least an advanced learner of English. Students will be encouraged to participate



actively in the discussion.

O ZEN% (Course Description)
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This course explores the social and cultural implications of developments in ICT and related digital
media such as smart phones, particularly in terms of how these have dramatically altered the processes
of news production, distribution, and consumption and the formation of public opinion. From the
theoretical perspective of online communication, we will investigate the influence that interactive
web-based communication tools such as social networking services (SNS) are having on the political
process and consider the potential role of digital media in promoting social trust and greater
participation in elections. In addition, we will discuss about the issue of negative social effect of the
social media, for example, digital divide, knowledge gap, and gender gap.

ORRAERM 715 « 2% (Evaluation criteria)
FEE - HI - EREA0%). RESDREBREGB0%), A2 T A BN (30%)
40% Presentation, Assignments, attendance
Your participation grade is based on your demonstrated engagement with the course materials, your
classmates and me.

30% In-Class Participation

You are expected to complete the assigned readings before class and come prepared to discuss them.
Be ready to answer questions, volunteer opinions, and find textual evidence to support your point.

30% Online Participation

We will be using the course blog to discuss both the course readings and contemporary debates over
technology and culture. You are responsible for answering at least one of the discussion questions
posted each week.
O#HFLE - 2% 30HR (Textbooks,Reference texts) :
Sang-Mi Kim, & Kobayashi, T. (2010). “Revisiting the hypothesis of Political Knowledge Gap in
Asia's

context.”, Networking Democracy? New Media Innovations in Participatory Politics Symposium,
June

25-27, Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj, Romania.
Affective Publics: Sentiment, Technology, and Politics, 2014 Zizi Papacharissi, Oxford Univ Press
It's Complicated: The Social Lives of Networked Teens, 2015 Danah Boyd, Yale University Press

Republic.com,2001 Cass R. Sunstein, Princeton Univ Press



Various kinds of global Academic Research Papers
JOURNALISM & MASS COMMUNICATION QUARTERLY
PUBLIC OPINION QUARTERLY
COMMUNICATION RESEARCH
HUMAN COMMUNICATION RESEARCH
INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF PUBLIC OPINION RESEARCH
A list of reference texts will be provided on the class website or in the classroom.
OUEEFIH
L
L& S (Office Hour)
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