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Abstract: The present study investigated the effects of lexical and grammatical knowledge on
the acquisition of -noda/-noka usages. The three tests (i.e., lexical, grammatical and
-noda/-noka) were administered to 224 native Chinese speakers learning Japanese. Three groups,
higher, medium and lower Japanese proficiency learners, were selected on the basis of lexical or
grammatical knowledge. The learners with higher/medium proficiency in lexical knowledge
showed significantly greater understanding in both use and non-use conditions of -noda/-noka
than those with lower proficiency. In addition, the learners with higher proficiency in
grammatical knowledge were the highest in understanding both the use and non-use conditions of
-noda/-noka. Thus, grammatical knowledge seems to have a strong contribution to the
acquisitions of -noda/-noka usages. Furthermore, the -noda/-noka non-use condition, which
required only the judgment of ‘prescription (kiteisei)’, were mostly understood by the high
proficiency group. However, no effects of either lexical or grammatical knowledge (i.e., no
difference among the three groups) were found in the non-use condition, which required both
judgments of ‘prescription’ and ‘relevance (kanrensei)’. The learners of Japanese correctly
judged ‘prescription’, but showed difficulties in the judgment of ‘relevance’. Therefore, the
present study proposes a two-stage cognitive processing model of ‘prescription’ and ‘relevance’

to identify -noda/-noka non-use.
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