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(f£4) "The United Staes has the will and the capability to meet the full range, and I
underscore the full range, of its deterrence and security commitment to Japan," Rice

said.
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And as nuclear power -- as a nuclear power, as the only nuclear power to have used

a nuclear weapon, the United States has a moral responsibility to act. We cannot

succeed in this endeavor alone, but we can lead it, we can start it.

So today, I state clearly and with conviction America's commitment to seek the
peace and security of a world without nuclear weapons. (Applause.) I'm not naive.
This goal will not be reached quickly -- perhaps not in my lifetime. It will take
patience and persistence. But now we, too, must ignore the voices who tell us that
the world cannot change. We have to insist, "Yes, we can." (Applause.)

Now, let me describe to you the trajectory we need to be on. First, the United
States will take concrete steps towards a world without nuclear weapons. To put an
end to Cold War thinking, we will reduce the role of nuclear weapons in our national
security strategy, and urge others to do the same. Make no mistake: As long as these
weapons exist, the United States will maintain a safe, secure and effective arsenal to
deter any adversary, and guarantee that defense to our allies -- including the Czech
Republic. But we will begin the work of reducing our arsenal.

+ To reduce our warheads and stockpiles, we will negotiate a new Strategic Arms
Reduction Treaty with the Russians this year. (Applause.)

+ To achieve a global ban on nuclear testing, my administration will immediately
and aggressively pursue U.S. ratification of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty.
(Applause.)

+ And to cut off the building blocks needed for a bomb, the United States will seek a
new treaty that verifiably ends the production of fissile materials intended for use
in state nuclear weapons.

+ Second, together we will strengthen the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty as a
basis for cooperation.
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Barack Obama: Ronald Reagan, who once articulated the goal we now seek in the

starkest of terms. I quote:"A nuclear war cannot be won and must never be fought.

And no matter how great the obstacles may seem, we must never stop our efforts to

reduce the weapons of war. We must never stop until all -- we must never stop at

all until we see the day when nuclear arms have been banished from the face of the

Earth."(Reagan's April 30, 1984 speech at Fudan University in Shanghai, China) =

[ PR P i &

154



