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Message from the Director

The Global Media Research Center was established in April 2015 with the aim of being a major hub for media
and communication research in the Central Japan region.

The parent organization of the Research Center is the Media Professional Studies Department of the Graduate
School of Languages and Cultures at Nagoya University. The department provides educational programs for
graduate students based on its close alliance with various news organizations and major corporations located in
Central Japan.

With their kind cooperation our programs have produced over 120 graduates, including international students
from Asia, Europe and South America, who are now working in Japan and overseas in a wide range of fields
such as print journalism, public and commercial broadcasting, media research and various kinds of business.
This kind of cooperation with external partners is also a key idea behind the Research Center.

During this year we have held a wide variety of events including an international symposium on “Global
society and Japan: 70 years since World War IT and beyond” to which we invited Ambassador Shigeki
Takizaki, Secretary-General of the Ise Shima Summit and the Hiroshima Foreign Ministers” Meeting,
Professor Nick Bisley from La Trobe University, Australia, and Tokyo-based foreign correspondents from
Southeast Asia. We also hosted a special lecture by Adam Garfinkle, editor of the American academic journal
American Interest and former speech writer to the US Secretary of State, and held a series of five regular study
meetings with Japanese and international researchers and media practitioners.

While always keeping issues of international society and communication in mind, we aim to develop our
research through collaboration with Japanese and international research institutes, news organizations,
governmental ministries and agencies and our partner corporations. We thank you all in advance for your kind
support and understanding.

Toshiya Nakamura, Ph.D.
Director of the Global Media Research Center
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Regular Study Meetings and Special Lectures

Since its inauguration, one of the key activities of the Global
Media Research Center has been the holding of a series of
regular study meetings and special lectures. Here we shall report
on those events that were held during 2015.

In the first study meeting (15 April), Nobuhiro lhara, Associate
Professor in this Research Center, gave a presentation on
“Japan's Image Diplomacy: Policies toward Southeast Asia in the
1970s" in which he considered the methods that the Japanese
government had used to deal with the problem of how to mitigate
anti-Japanese sentiment in Southeast Asia during that era. For
the second study meeting (19 May), we invited Senjo Nakai, a
lecturer at Chulalongkorn University in Thailand, who gave a
presentation on “Historical changes in Thai society's interest in
Japan as shown by the topics of theses from three Thai
universities”. The number of Masters’ theses focusing on Japan
has increased in recent years and a range of factors that have
influenced this growing interest were discussed. The speaker at
the third study meeting (10 July) was Ushma Jacobsen, a lecturer
at Aarhus University in Denmark, who spoke on the subject of
“Travelling Danish TV drama: assemblages of cosmopolitan
connections?” The presenter discussed the patterns of global
consumption of TV dramas made in Denmark and how such
consumption has influenced the country’s branding. At the fourth
study meeting (29 July), the Director of this Research Center,
Professor Toshiya Nakamura, spoke about “Changes in German
security norms and domestic public opinion”. He reported on the
variations in domestic public opinion in Germany surrounding
the overseas dispatch of military forces. The speaker at the fifth
study meeting (23 October) was Yasushi Kato from the
International Department of Kyodo News who is the editor of the
Chinese language website “Gongtong Wang” and former Chief
of the agency’s China Bureau in Beijing. Mr. Kato's presentation
was on “Japanese media’s Chinese language news: its present
condition, key issues and future possibilities”. He talked
specifically about the current situation and problems of Chinese
language news service of Kyodo News. On 2 November, the
Research Center held a special lecture given by Adam Garfinkle,
editor of the American academic journal American Interest and
former speechwriter for the US Secretary of State, who spoke on
the theme of US grand strategy.

Finally, we would like to express our sincere appreciation not only
to our presenters and instructors but also to everyone who
participated in these events and contributed to the lively
discussions.
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Inauguration Symposium

On 12 February 2016 the Global Media Research Center held its
inaugural symposium entitled “Global society and Japan: 70 years
since World War Il and beyond”. The theme of the symposium was
on how Japan, as it reaches 70 years since the end of World War
Il, can contribute to the order and security of global society, what
messages it should send out, and how Japan's activities are viewed
in the various countries of Southeast Asia and Australia. This
theme was addressed and debated by a number of Japanese and
international experts.

The keynote address was given by Akio Watanabe, Emeritus
Professor of Tokyo University and Aoyama Gakuin University.
This was followed by speeches from Professor Toshiya
Nakamura, Director of the Global Media Research Center;
Nick Bisley, Professor of La Trobe University, Australia and
Director of La Trobe Asia; Nguyén Cam Tuyén, Tokyo Bureau
Chief of the Vietnam National News Agency; and Foo Choo
Wei, Tokyo correspondent of the Singaporean Chinese
newspaper Lianhe Zaobao.

In the subsequent panel discussion, the main topic was on how
Japan could contribute to and develop world peace. A large
number of students, researchers and members of the public
attended the symposium and, thanks to the attendance of
journalists from the mass media, the event received coverage both
within Japan and internationally.
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Lecture by Junichi Saito,
News Department Chief of Tokai Television’s
on “How to Make a Documentary”

On Saturday, 4 July 2015, the Global Media Research Center, in
collaboration with the Graduate School of Languages and Cultures’
Media Professional Course, hosted a lecture meeting by Junichi Saito,
News Department chief of Tokai Television Broadcasting. The theme of
this lecture by Mr. Saito, a leading representative of Japanese
documentarists, was “How to make a documentary”.

The lecture included a screening of Mr. Saito’s documentary “Crime
and Punishment” which depicts how people whose family members
have been murdered live with the reality of the death penalty system.
Mr. Saito talked in detail about a number of topics including the
importance of building relationships of trust with people in the most
sought for reporting locations and the importance of documentary
makers cultivating their “human resourcefulness”.

Participants at the meeting included not only students but also
members of the public who are interested in contemporary media and
many representatives of our partner organizations. The lecture was
followed by an enthusiastic question and answer session.

Autumn School
On the 28 and 29 November 2015, the Research Center held its first

free "“Autumn School” for students seeking a career in the
media-related professions or pursuing graduate research in media
studies. The instructors included Noriko Ando (Nagoya Broadcasting
Network), a documentary maker working in the Central Japan region;
Noriko Goi(Kyodo News), a pioneering female news correspondent;
representatives of Katch Network, an organization which is developing
a wide range of local media operations; Taiki Kamio, a recent graduate
from the Media Professional Course who now works for a
foreign-owned advertising agency; and the staff of this Research
Center. The school was attended by a total of twelve students and
research students from Nagoya University, the Tokai Region and Tokyo.
All participants were hoping in future to be engaged in the field of
media and communication and they asked questions and exchanged
their opinions enthusiastically, thus contributing to an event that
brimmed with energy to an extent that exceeded our expectations.

MEDIA COVERAGE

Chunichi Shimbun and Tokyo Shimbun, 3 May,2015.

Kyodo News Korean, 12 February 2016.
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Toshiya Nakamura, Interview, ‘Transformation of security policy: Is Germany tomorrow's Japan?",
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Toshiya Nakamura and Nobuhiro Ihara, Inauguration Symposium, ‘Symposium on 70 years of Japan after the World War II",
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Toshiya Nakamura, Inauguration Symposium, ‘Symposium on 70 years of Japan after the World War II', Tin Tuc, Vietnam Plus, Baomoi,
Vietnam News Agency, 14-16 February 2016.
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Toshiya Nakamura, Inauguration Symposium, 'Global Society and Japan: New Research Center launched at Nagoya University',

Chunichi Shimbun, 23 February 2016.
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