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In order to consider how to meet 21st century student needs,
it is important to better understand our future university
students and also to understand the most recent goals set
out by the education ministry for helping Japanese students
to achieve their full potential. One helpful measure, the 2012
PISA results, indicate that the current Ministry of Education
(MEXT) approach to education has been quite successful, both
academically and in terms of developing skilled problem solvers
and critical thinkers. But even with high scores, naturally
there are areas in which improvement can still be made. For
Japan, those areas at present appear to be strongly related to
student confidence and motivation. As it relates to learning
environment, PISA 2012 indicated that Japanese students, while
academically high-ranking, are still significantly below the norm
when compared with other OECD nations’ students' perceptions
of their abilities regarding the following topics:
(1) belief in one's own ability to quickly understand

2) willingness to seek explanations

@)

(3) belief in one's ability to handle large amounts of information

(4) belief in one's ability to easily link facts together

(5) desire to take on the challenge of solving complex
problems

OECD data identifies a positive correlation between student
perceptions of ability and self-motivation with actual success.
Correlation is not causation. However, the students' low opinion
of their own abilities is troubling for a variety of reasons beyond
test scores alone. It is easy to understand that we should
work to build students' perception of themselves as competent
learners and should strive to cultivate a spirit of engagement
and ownership in each student's learning.

MEXT seems to have identified this need even before the
2012 results were published. Despite noteworthy performance
on PISA, Japan took the initiative to institute policy reforms
starting in 2008, which aimed to offer more equitable
opportunities to children across Japan and a curriculum that
would meet the needs of Japanese citizens in the 21st century.
The latest revisions to educational policy, implemented fully

across Japan by 2012, have clearly stated that we are to ensure

not only that children acquire basic fundamental knowledge and
skills, but that students should also learn how to think deeply
and broadly, make well considered decisions, and learn how to
express themselves fully.

It is clear from this data that future curriculm development
at all levels, including university, should put an emphasis on
scaffolded development of higher order thinking skills and
should include activities designed to both challenge and promote
confidence and resiliency in students.

To that end, it is our hypothesis that developing a class setting
in which students would have the opportunity to create tangible,
internationally shareable content would potentially be a very
good environment which provides challenge while at the same
time nurtures confidence and resiliency. Development of design
skills, we believe, will help students to more clearly identify
challenges and see their own growth. English communication
skills will help them to find a voice on a worldwide platform.

With these ideas in mind, after much discussion, we think
that a combination of web-design, video creation and English
communication would be a good fit for working toward the
MEXT goals described in this paper. We are hoping therefore to
experimentally merge our existing Media English (blog making,
basic video creation and online response) and design curriculums

into one course and to continue this research into the future.
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