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The Utility of Meaning:
anguage is Anthropocentric, Cultural, and Useful
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In this talk | will trace a line of research that has explored

ways In which culture and the human perspective permeate
the structures of language, from word meanings, to grammar,
to patterns of conversation. | will describe some of the
guestions, methods, and research findings spanning my
work over the last two decades, based especially In

Southeast Asia, but also In making global linguistic

omparisons.
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