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‘He took his bags and was going to pay the

Elizabeth C. Traugott 564 money to the countess, but coming down

ARV TH—RRZZEHIR Leaden-hall street...” On The persistence of

FMNH: BLERWR linguistic contexts over time: Implications for
SURILBAZ corpus research on micro-changes.

The persistence over time of linguistic contexts (“co-texts” broadly defined to include prior and
following discourse) raises theoretical and methodological issues for historical research. What is
the appropriate unit of linguistic context? How long do contexts remain relevant in the history of
specific constructions? What are the consequences of persistence of old and new contexts for the
“ecology” of a language? How should answers to these questions impact corpus work on micro-
changes? | discuss these issues with focus on the development of English ‘be going to V°.
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