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Robert Michael Ballantyne  The Coral Island (1857 Cl 19
1
William Golding  Lord of the Flies (1954 LF)
LF Golding “l think it is in fact a realistic view of the

Ballantyne situation.” Kermode and Golding, 201

Cl LF
“The Coral Island Revisited” Carl Niemeyer
Golding
Hot Gate, 88
Niemeyer
Ballantyne shipwrecks his three boys . . . somewhere in the South Seas on an

uninhabited coral island. . . . The boys' life on the island is idyllic; and they are
themselves without malice or wickedness, though there are a few curious
episodes in which Ballantyne seems to hint at something he himself understands

as little as do his characters. (242)

Niemeyer  Ballantyne

whereas Golding finds evil in the boys' own natures, it comes to Ballantyne's boys not

from within themselves but from the outside world.” (242)
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Townsend, 42
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Ralph “these lovely
islands were very unlike Paradise in many things.” (28)

Kermode, 257 CI
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His hair was frizzed out to an enormous extent . . . the man's body was as black as
codl. . .. He was tattooed from head to foot, and his face, besides being tattooed,
was besmeared with red paint, and streaked with white. Altogether, with his
yellow, turban-like hair, his Herculean black frame, his glittering eyes and white
teeth, he seemed the most terrible monster | ever beheld. (173-4)

“Beelzebub himself could hardly desire better company.” (214)

141-2 Cl
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Ballantyne

Robinson Crusoe 5

Ralph “In another place were a
number of boys engaged in flying kites, and | could not help wondering that some of
the games of those little savages should be so like to our own, although they had never
seen us at play.” (234-5)

239-40 Green
122
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Golding 3 Pincher Martine (1956) Cl
Green

Petekin  “I never could keep in my mind for half-an-hour the few
descriptions | ever attempted to remember.” (64)

13 wage”
Ralph
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“the mean, rascally expression” 197

199
“lion-like villain” 200

Jack 7

Peterkin

Suddenly he levelled his spear, darted forward, and, with a yell that nearly froze
the blood in my veins, stabbed the old sow to the heart. Nay, so vigorously was it
done that the spear went in at one side and came out at the other!

“O Peterkin,” said |, going up to him, “What have you done?’

“Done? I've killed their great- great-grandmother, that’s all,” said he, looking
with a somewhat awe-struck expression at the transfixed animal. (127)

8 Peterkin

“long pig” (220)
Jack

177-8 Ralph
Bristow 106

Berserker Green

119
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Ralph “I felt my heart grow sick at the sight
of this bloody battle, and would fain have turned away, but a species of fascination

seemed to hold me down and glue my eyes upon the combatants.” (173)

LF Cl

Green

Phillips, 60 “noble
savage”

Ballantyne
Ballantyne

... | am struck with the strange mixture of good and evil that exists not only in
the material earth but in our own natures. . . . [W]e had seen the quiet solitudes
of our paradise suddenly broken in upon by ferocious savages, and the white
sands stained with blood and strewed with lifeless forms; yet among these
cannibals we had seen many symptoms of akindly nature. (187-8)

Ralph

Ralph  “I shuddered when | came to think that | too was become
callous.” (243)
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Ballantyne

Stuart Hannabuss

58-9
10
24
Ballantyne
“young people are my mission” (Quayle, 133)
Ballantyne u
“savages . . . are very
much like us.” Red Rooney (1886)  “Jesus Christ . . . able and willing

to save me from sin, as He is to save al sinners--even the chief.” 18
Personal Reminiscences (1893)

Cl Ballantyne

... he [native teacher] pressed us more closely in regard to our personal interest
in religion, and exhorted us to consider that our souls were certainly in as great
danger as those of the wretched heathen whom we pitied so much, if we had not
already found salvation in Jesus Christ. “Nay, further,” he added, “if such be
your unhappy case, you are, in the sight of God, much worse than these
savages . . . for they have no knowledge, no light, and do not profess to believe;
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while you . . . have been brought up in the light of the blessed Gospel, and call
yourselves Christians. . . . [Y]ou, if ye be not true believers, are traitors!” 302-3
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Ralph
“They told me of thousands of beautiful, fertile islands . . . where summer
reigned nearly all the year round; where the trees were laden with a constant
harvest of luxuriant fruits; where the climate was almost perpetually
delightful; yet where, strange to say, men were wild, bloodthirsty savages. . ..”

(4)

5 Green 122
6 Chris
Ballantyne
7 Niemeyer
242
8 Peterkin
9 Rousseau Green
Emile (1762)
10
11 ClI Peterkin “Of course, we'll rise, naturally,
to the top of affairs. White men always do in the savage countries.” (16)
12 19
Mrs. Barbauld  Mrs.
Trimmer Ballantyne
13 “For the
first half of the nineteenth century, the Fiji Islands were as wild, violent,
and cannibalistic as any place on earth.” (Dodge, 171) Harvey Darton
Ballantyne 19 “They

opened . . . the door of contemporary romance, of life in books not drawn
from the past, but close at hand and accessible in very truth to those who
read it about it.” (253)

14 Ballantyne

Personal
Reminiscences, 12-3

15 “How Golding Revises Ballantyne: A Reflection on the ‘Evil’ and the

‘Relief’ in Lord of the Flies” Tinker Bell 46 (2001. 2):
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