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Sociolinguistics can be loosely defined as the study of language and society. Sociolinguists
and sociolinguistic research play an ever-increasing role in the world. Teachers, educators,
curriculum planners, policymakers, as well as researchers, depend on sociolinguistic theories
and principles. Sociolinguistics has deepened our understanding and helped solve numerous
problems concerning various languages and societies. It has also contributed to enlightened
attitudes towards social groups with less power, such as indigenous people and ethnic minorities
in North America, and immigrants in Europe.

In Japan, sociolinguistics has practical applications. A case in point is the debate over English
education. Popular opinion has it that starting English instruction too early has adverse effects
on a child and on his/her subsequent educational attainment. However, enlightened educators
such as those at Kato Gakuen in Numazu, Shizuoka, have utilised sociolinguistic research and
principles and successfully run a partial immersion programme which has produced excellent
results. The study of sociolinguistics is equally useful to teachers and curriculum planners for
ethnic minorities such as Brazilians and to dialectologists interested in regional dialects.

The semester is spent on giving students a firm foundation in the basics of sociolinguistics.
The topics we will cover include multilingualism, social class, gender, standardisation,
education and bilingual education.
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The primary aim is to develop the ability to think vigorously, rigorously and with intellectual
flexibility across various academic fields through an extensive exploration of related themes.
Increasing cultural knowledge and fostering skills in the areas of academic discussion, reading
and writing are further aims.

(7) BIERME . &
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Play is a foundational element of culture and essential to intellectual, scientific and artistic
endeavor. Moreover, our attitudes to play and humor are deeply connected with our sense of
purpose in life, along with our identities as individuals and societies. This course explores these
relations and the important changes that have occurred in modern history leading into so-called
“post-modern play” and the present period of globalization. While discussing sociology,
psychology, literature, philosophy and film, especially from European and American cultures,

classes will also draw on students’ own cultural knowledge and experiences.

The course will follow this sequence:

Play as the basis of culture: Johan Huizinga

The cultural and psychological functions of happiness
Critiquing contemporary research into happiness

European theories of the comic and laughter

Carnival play, creativity and society: Rabelais to Bakhtin

Play, wonder and scientific innovation: Renaissance to Einstein
Comedy versus time/death: Quixote, Shakespeare, Sterne

Philosophical defenses of Idleness: Socrates to Bertrand Russell

X X 2NN kWb

American idleness versus the work ethic: Mark Twain to The Big Lebowski
10. Play and laughter in the philosophy of Friedrich Nietzsche
11. Art meets play in Modernism: Oscar Wilde to Charlie Chaplin
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