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It is well-known that late learners of alanguage (either first or second) exhibit poorer performance,
relative to early or native learners. This finding itself is somewhat paradoxical. Apparently, learners of
different ages (i.e., learnersin different maturational states) show differing degrees of success in inducing
theinternal organization of their linguistic input, with greatest success achieved by the least mature learners.
In contrast, in most cognitive domains, children are much less capable than adults, with competence
Increasing over age.

The traditional explanation in language acquistion for findings of such discrepancies between
language and other cognitive abilities has been to posit a special language faculty, which is entirely intact
only early in life, and then undergoes decay or deterioration as maturation continues. On this view, the
inverse relationship between cognitive abilities and language learning(i.e., that the learner gets worse at
language learning as he or she gets better at most cognitive tasks) is accidental, due to the fact that the
language faculty happensto be at its peak early inlife. The view suggests that competence in language and
competence in other domains are not necessarily the same, since they derive from independent faculties.
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